“We are a gathering of God'’s people, committed t@shipping God and to sharing his love and salwatiwough
Jesus Christ by meeting the spiritual, emotiondl gmysical needs of our community.

Gethsemane Lutheran Church
2825 Paris Road, Chalmette, La. 70043
504-271-4254

Garden

Grace and peace to y'all —

If you haven't heard me say it yet, let me tellyagain how excited | am to be here with you at
Gethsemane! I'm especially excited to be heréne for the 68 Anniversary celebration.

Even in the short time I've been here, | have $8ed at work in this congregation, in the
neighborhood, in the parish and beyond. God hdg Ilessed this place with strong leaders and
people of great faith.

I'm asking everyone to tell me about how, where] when they have seen God at work in this
congregation or how they have seen God at workerparish because of this congregation.

As we celebrate the last 60 years we also nekmbkoforward to the next 60 years. A lot of us

may not be around for that celebration so I'm sstigg that we look forward to some other 60’s.

We need to look at the nesiixty daysand make a commitment to deepen our disciplesingqugh
prayer, study, service, invitation, worship, etc....

We need to look at the nesiixty weeksand use that time to dream, imagine, envisiory,@ad
hope about what ministry is going to look like at@semane in the future.

We need to look at the ne&® monthsand plan for making ministry happen for all of Gegeo-
ple in this community.

We walk as God’s people by faith and not by sigBtt with each breath we breathe in the Holy
Spirit and we are renewed for the journey ahead bgnGod’s grace we will continue to be the

hands and feet of God in this place.

In God’s peace - Pastor Bonnie

| know the plans | have for you....to give you a FIRBEIWITH HOPE.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
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[ to serve Him who loved him first.

Dr. Holls wishing God’s blessings upon newly-clected President Streufert—

Dr.

e, -

With day school enrollment doubling
wembers of Gethsemane and friends be:
gan laying the forms and groundwork
for the foundation for a new four-room
school to be built behing the church.

“T did not desire the wider sphere you havg asked me
to undertake today. I do so with fear and trembling — trem-
bling at the enormity of the task, fear that my abilities are
not adequate. I shall not be able to fill the shoes of hin ™
(Dr. M. W. H. Holls) who for so many years has filled tl.-
position with honor and devotion.

Martin Holls was President of the

| Southern District of the LCMS in 1952
"and was succeeded by Pastor "Pete"
Streufert. Both of them were instru-
mental in Gethsemane's beginning years.

A prayer of Thanks to all those who SOWED their 8ITARD seeds on Gethsemane Lutheran Church'’s soil

Pastors Bretscher, Homrighausen, Honald, Roep@résiding at the Organization formed in May 1950

(then) Vicar Louis Nelson, who helped organizeNission church. ‘Through his perseverance he
brought many new faces to the mission services;hnfaices played a big part in the formation of the
Chalmette congregation.”

All those who formed our congregation in July 19&id to the first council officers : Werner Farsgi
John Hamburger, E Nehlig Sr, Calvin Bauer Sr, CxAlteunier, C Allen Meunier.

Those on the Mission Board of the Southern Distiico had faith in Gethsemane Lutheran Church to
approve the $ 10,500.- for the lot purchase wherestill are today.

Those ‘fired with courage and determination’ whaiaoned and gave pledges as well as a $ 1000.tdoan
construct a chapel.

Those who gave their time and labor to consttuetchapel on weekends and evenings.

Those pastors who conducted services after Viedsdw had to leave and before Pastor Kurzweg atrive

Those who accepted calls as principals and tescbficers, and volunteers.

To all the pastors who ever ministered at Gethsenhe ones named on the list, the many intermms wh
gave us a year, to those visiting and filling mthose coming during hard times especially after

Katrina and did not mind preaching in a tent in plagking lot with trucks passing, or in a gutted
building with tarp nailed to the door frames.

| know the plans | have for you....to give you a FLIREHWITH HOPE.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
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GETHSEMANE  LUTHERAN
CHURCH

The new church with the dollhouse
parsonage alongside.

History of GLC

May 1950 organized in Chalmette,
Presiding Minister at Organization BretschdomrighausenHonald Roepe

Mission Station charted in Chalmette under guigasfcthe good Lord and Pastors Bretschiym-
righausenHonaldand_Roepe

Summer of second year of Mission existence — Micaris Nelsorassigned to the Chalmette Mission to
help organize. Through his perseverance he branghy new faces to mission services, which facegepla
a big part in the formation of the Chalmette coggten.

July 1951 Congregation formed, officers were elected, constitution and namethSemane Lutheran
Church” adopted

November 1951The Gethsemane congregation blessed with foreaightletermination, approached the
Mission Board of the Southern Distriictr a loan of $ 10500.- with which to purchasepandy on Paris
Road. The Mission Board generously consented.

March 1952 Though still small in number, Gethsemaagain fired with courage and determination
decided that because sufficient funds were notablaito have a church building constructed, thahough
money could be obtained through pledges and witl080.- loaned through the Mission Board by thesRie
brothers the_men of the congregatiaould construct a chapel evenings and on weektmasselves. This
was done.

Since Vicar Nelson’s return to the seminary andoughe arrival of our full time Pastor, servicesreveon-
ducted by the Pastors and Vicars of the Lutheramretes of New Orleans

May 1952 called first Pastor
A call for a full-time Pastor for Gethsemane waaceld through the Mission Board and Rev.Kurzaeg
cepted the call. Iduly of 1952 Pastor Kurzweg arrived.

1953 Day School

The next great need — a Day School — Call for adiyal was extended in 1953, and Mr Theodore Bussma
accepted the call. Then we contracted Miss Elva&jras teacher. Classes were held in the church chapel
until additional help could be obtained from thession Board with which to construct an adequateaich
building. The Mission Board granted $ 10,000.-tfus purpose and also purchased a brick teach@mage
Lloyd’s Town for the Principal, on which we arejuired to pay the Mission Board $ 50.00 a month.

School building construction also handled by mithe congregation, at a total cost thus far ofl(iding
furnishings) $ 15,000.- $ 1,000.- gift and $ 4,000aned to us through Mission board.

(here end the entries in the history book of thegregation. Author not known)
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Pastors of Gethsemane Lutheran Church

Rev B.G. Kurzweg 8-1-1952 thru 2-5 1956
accepted call to San Francisco Ca

Rev W.H. Symank 4-16-1956 thru Feb 1961
accepted call to Mascouth |l

Rev P.R.Holtzen 7-15-1962 thru July 1968
accepted call to Omaha Neb (St Paul)

Rev Walter P Schindehette 1-12-1969 thru 9-30-1984
accepted call to Gloria Dei, Lumberton Texas

Assistant Rev David Seddelmeyer June 1978 thru-2953
Good Shepherd Lutheran, Marrero, La

Reverend Karl John Stotik Feb 24, 1985 thru Decl990
Retired, moved to Oregon

Rev Alan R Johnson 12-1-1991 thru July 1993
Accepted call to Minnesota

Rev James R Shears 10-1-1993 thru 2-20-2011
Retired, moved to Memphis TN

Pastor Nancy Andrews Interim Pastor in early 2011
Accepted a call to Lafayette

Pastor Bob Hildebrandt
Our faithful visiting Pastor on many Sundays

Pastor Bonnie Parker Redevelopment Pastor
present

Interns: Vicar Louis Nelson, Mike Jones, Jom#h Kevin Kline,
Kathryn Cox, Layne Nelson.
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Pastor Kurzweg's favorite memrory

“Go up to the hills and bring wood and build theuse,
so that | may take pleasure in it and be honoreayyssthe Lord. Haggai 1:8

“...;and they came and worked on the house of trd bf hosts, their God” Haggai 1:14
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...—for they were fishermen. And he said to them
“Follow Me, and | will make you fish for peoplefatthew 4:18,19
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Pastor Kathy's favorite memory: “Fall festival (@kierfest) was
uprorious fun! To eat wonderful food, check out d@ade trin-
kets, sing with the band, and then worship. Fun, fun.”
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Lead on, Lord.

The space below intentionally left blank for FUTURE&velopment at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church. Stay tuned and getegtioGod Bless.
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Upcoming Events:

Leadership Gathering August 27th at Grace Luthe®ap. Gaby for registration 504-458-0071

Bonko night August 27th at Gethsemane Lutheran &hat 6 pm

Youth Pizza Night September 10th at GethsemaneekathChurch at 6pm

Angel Food Ministries: see Carol Gadwaw 415-5385

VPT Council Meeting September 7th at 7pm

Find us on facebook. Website www.gethsemane-lutherg is under construction. See it soon.

Need work done or know someone who needs work dGag@entry, gardening, painting? Let Steve know.
Call GLC 271-4274 or email office @gethsemane-luhesrg

I know the plans I have for you....to give you a FUIRBEJWITH HOPE.” (Jeremiah 29:11)



